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Shariff has provided voice to a section of the society rich in legend but poor
in visibility. I would love any day to talk to his rebellious grandma and return
fulfilled. Rupayi kodi Pilla is a moving children’s story. It is difficult not to
open a conversation with the One-rupee-Chicks, like Nakata conversing with
cats in Murakami’s Kafka On The Shore. A mother’s anxiety borne of parental
love compels the reader to share her angst for her son praying at the Jumma
masjid rocked by blasts in the neighborhood. Shariff has evolved a style
that, like the metaphor, accentuates the understanding of his tracts.

Dasu Krishnamoorty

Translator of JUMMA stories
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